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Subscriber special 

For details of how to subscribe to The Wire, turn to page 98 of 
this month’s issue or go to www.thewire.co.uk 



“The most essential music magazine of the contemporary era” - Forced Exposure 




































S CtompacC ciisGS with 30 exGlusivB tzBckB 1 ::j 7 
Super^Daat^ Biosphere, JagaJazKist,Rxx3, Deatlip]X)c3, 

Apve HeniilsBen, ALcg, Etomphani, Nils 0klsnd, Infoirnalion and. many more 
m a 90 pag3 took designed ly Kim Horth^ 
caledraflng 5 yearn of reojrds on Rune Grarnmofon. 


Out now. 





MATTHEUU 
















































































































































RUM 

CHLINGER 














INEMA FOR 
HE EARS 





















































































F iNG 
F .ART 





















r 


“SOMETIMES 
HE UUfiS 









^RDS 


OF 
THE 
YEAR 


RobGrt Wy3tt Cuckooland (Hannibal) 

David Sylvian Blemish (Samadhl Sound) 

John Fahey + (Revenam) 

Nurse With Wound Salt Marie celeste (United Dairies) 

Chris Watson weather Report (Touch) 

Rhythm & Sound with The Artists (Burial Mix/Indigo) 

Dizzee Rascai Boy in Da Corner (XL) 

Keith Rowe & John Tiibury duos For Doris (Erstwhile) 

The Bug Pressure (Rephlex) 

Cat Power you Are Free (Matador) 

So So (UtrillJookey) 

Lightning Bolt Wondertul Rainbow (Load) 

Angels Of Light Everything Is Good Here/Please Come Home (Young God) 

Pandit Pran Nath Midnight (just Dreams) ^ 

Limescaieurnesoale (Incus) • 

Diamanda Gaias Deflxlones. win And Testament (Mute) 

Kraftwerk Tour De France Soundtracks (EMI) 

Broadcast Haha sound (Warp) 

Matmos The CIvll War (Matador) 

Outkast Speakerboxx/Love Below (Arista) 

Coiieen Everyone Alive Wants Answers (Leaf) 

Kaffe Matthews cd ebb + flo (Annetteworks) 

Henry Fiynt New American Ethnic Music Vol 3: Hillbilly Tape Music (Recorded) 

Jaga Jazzistute Stlx (Ninja Tune) 

Leafcutter John The Housebound Spirit (Planet Mu) 

Sunburned Hand Of The Man The Trlckle-Down Theory Of Lord Knows \Aftiaf (Eclipse) 
Basii Kirchin Quantum: A Journey Through Sound In Two Parts (Trunk) 

John Wali Hylic (Ufterpsalm) 

Diamanda Gaias U Serpenta Canta (Mute) 

Sightings Absolutes (Load) 

Peaches Fatherfuoker (XL) 

Robert Wyatt Solar Hares Burn For You (Cuneiform) 

Shirley Collins within sound (Fiedg'iing) 

Aki Onda Bon Voyagel (Cassette Memories Vol 2) (Improvised Music From Japan) 

Miies Davis The Complete Jack Johnson Sessions (Columbia Legacy) 

Monade Socialisms Ou Barbarie: The Bedroom Recordings (Duophonic Super 45s) 

Piuramon Dreams Top Rock (Karaoke Kalk) 

Aiasdair Roberts Farewell sorrow (Rough Trade) 

Sketch ShOWTronika(Daisyworld) 

Jimmy Lyons The Box Set (Ayler) 

The Siiver Mt Zion Memoriai Orchestra & 

The Tra-La-La Band With Choir 

This Is Our Punk-Rock, Thee Rusted Satellites Gather And Sing (Constellation) 

Michaei Schumacher Room pieces (xi) 

Phiii Nibiock Touch Food (Touch) 

SunnO))) White 1 (southern Lord) 

Yasunao Tone Yasunao Tone (Asphodel) 

Bonnie ‘Prince’ Biiiy Master And Everyone (Domino) 

Noxagt Turning It Down Since 2001 (Load) 
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Wire- .igi 
Sunbu.nod Hand Of The Man 

The Triokje L';,' t Theory Of Lord Knows What (Eclipse) 

Cul De Sac The strangler's Wife (Strange Attractors Audio House) 
Sightings Absolutas (Load) 

Damon & Naomi With Kurihara song to The siren (sub Pop) 
Black Dice Beaches And Canyons (Fat Cat) 

The Magic Band Back Tc The Front (All Tomorrow's Parties) 
Lightning Boit wonderful Rainbow (Load) 

Sam Shalabi Osama (Aliens) 

Sightings Michigan Haters (Psych-O-Path) 

Erase Errata At crystal Palaoe (Blast First) 

Maher Shaial Hash Baz Blues Du Jour (Geographic) 
No-Neck Blues Band Intonomancy (Soundetone) 

Doo-Dooettes/Keiji Haino/Rick Potts Free Rock (psf) 



EL.ECTRONICA 


GL 


AL 


Fennesz Live in Japan (Headz) 

Autechre Draft 7.30 (Warp) 

LeafCUtter John nie Housebound SpirH (PI 
Rechenzentrum The Dlreotor's cut (Mine F 
Tim Meeker Radio Amor (Mills Plateaux) 
Donna Summer This Needs To Be Your Stj 
Matmos The CIvll War (Matador) 

Guido MdbiUS Kllsten (Xlangkrleg) 
Wasteland Amen Plm aransparent) 
Luomo The Present Lover (Foroe Ino) 

Coil Live Four-One {Threshold House) 

Ricardo Villalobos Alcachofa (Playhouse; 


Ry C - ■ jr & Manuel Galban Mambo Slnuendo (Nonesuch) 
PanC ;! Pran Nath Midnight Oust Dreams) 

Traditional Musicians 

Raz Mesinai Resurrections For Goatskin (Tzadlk) 

Traditional Musicians Ethiopia: Arl Polyphonies (Ooora) 
Various The Rough Guide To The Music Of China (Worid Music Network) 

Traditional Musicians 
Kazuki Tomokawa box (psf) 

Traditional Musicians Radio Java (Subllme Frequencies) 

Idjah Hadidjah 

Sundanese Jaipong And Other Popular Music {Nonesuch Explorer) 

Kadri Gopalnath scintillating Sax (Felmay/Dunya) 





HIPHQP 


IMPROU 


OutkaSt Speakerboxxmie Love Below (Arista) 

Jay-Z Tl„. Black Album (XL) 

Prefus© 73 one word Extinguisher (Warp) 

King Geedorah Take Me To Vr Leader (Big Dada) 
Edan SpraIn Your Tapedeck (Lewis Recordings) 

Buck 65 Talkin' Honky Blues (WEA) 

Nephlim Modulation Systems 

Themselves The No Music Of Aiffs (Antioon) 

Kid Koala some of My Best Friends Are DJs (Ninja Tune) 
Alias Muted (Anticon) 


Limescale Lmescale (Incus) 

Spring Heel Jack Uve (Thirsty Ear) 

Tetuzi Akiyama/Toshimaru Nakamura/ 

Taku Sugimoto/Mark Wastell 

Andy Moor/Thomas Lehn/John Butcher 

ExiaS~J Electric Conception “Avant-garde" (PSF) 

Globe Unity Orchestra 2003 (intakt) 

John Butcher invisible Ear (Fringes) 

Rhodri Davies Trem (confront) 

Sealed Knot surface Plane (Meniscus) 

Keith Rowe & John Tilbury duos For Doris (Erstwhile) 

Barry Guy & Evan Parker Birds And Blades (intakt) 

Tim Barnes/Toshio Kajiwara/Marina Rosenfeld 

Matt Davis/Phil Durrant/Mark Wastell open (Erstwhile) 
Kaffe Matthews/Andrea Neumann/Sachiko M 


Keith Rowe/Thomas Lehn/Marcus Schmickler 

Rabbit Run (Erstwhile) 
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Peter 


Brotzmann/William Parker/Hamid Drake 


Jimm F Lyons The box set (Ayler) 

Alber ; Ayler The Copenhagen Tapes (Ayler) 

Anthony Braxton & Wadada Leo Smith 

Orga ' ^ 


tic itas^ance (Pi) 

WilliiJ^ Parker Violin Trio scrapbook crhirsty Ear 
The Art Ensemble Of Chicago The Message (f 
Cecil Taylor: The Ensemble The ught of corona 

Dave Douglas Freak in (Bluebird) 

Steve Lacy work (sketch) 


Cp^SITION 

MiChB Schumacher Room pieces (XI) 

Michial F innissyThis chumh (Metier) 

Mortm Feldman string Quartet Nc 2 (Mode) 
ChasTSmith An Hour Out Of Desert Center (Cold Blue) 

James Tenney selected works tget-eg (lovely Music) 

Erik fHedlanderMaldoror(Btassland) 

Eliahe Radigue Geelrlandre/Arthesls (Fringe Archive) 

Rhys Chatham An Angel Moves Too Fast To See (Table Of The I 
Robert Ashley The Wolfman (Alga Marghen) 

John Wall Hylic (Utterpsalm) 

Maja Ratkje voice (Rune Grammofon) 

Phill NiblOCkTcuch Food (Touch) 

Gloria Coates string Quartets Vol 1 (Naxos) 

Giacinto Scelsi Glaclnto Scelsl (Edition RZ) 
Charlemagne Palestine in Mid-Air (Aiga Marghen) 









Ct PILATIONS 

fi- d 



Henry Flynt Back Pon 
Steve Roden speak 
Yasunao Tone 
Kaffe Matthews. 

Keiji HainoMazuw 
Angus MacLiseThscicud dcci 
T hrobbing Gristle 

Keiji Haino 

Angus MacLise Astiai Coiiapae 

Dredd Foole & The Din rh. 
Eyvind Kang uvs low to The Ear 





An Ait iiology Of Noise And Electronic Music: 
Second A-Chronology (sub Rosa) 

Amaterasu (Fractal) 

American Song-Poem Anthology; Do You Know 
The Difference Between Big Wood And Brush 

China: The Sonic Avant Garde (Post-Concrete) 

Das Dreidimensionale Mobiusband (Rying swimrrrirtg) 
Goodbye, Babylon (custTcDignai) 

Down In The Basement: Joe Bussard’s Treasure 
Trove Of Vintage 78s 1926-37 (oirj Hat) 

Flowers In The Wildwood; 

Women In Early Country Music 1923-39 iThkont) 

Lib. Fabric Corrtpilation (Cubic) 

Music From the ONCE Festival 1961-69 (NewWorid) 
New York Noise: Dance Music From The 
New York Underground (soui jazz) 

Nice Up The Dance: Two Worlds Clash (souijazz) 
The Night Gallery (Alchemy) 

Room 207 (Cirque CD) 

Rough Trade Shops: Post-Punk 01 (Mute) 

Space Is No Place: Noise From The 
NYC Underground (Psych o path) 

Studio One DJs (Soui jazz) 

ViSiOnfeSt ViSiOnlive (Thirsty Ear) 

Wanna Buy A Craprak? (Carpark) 

Wooden Guitar (urtcust) 

You Can Never Go Fast Enough (Hain) 




REISSUES 

A-Z 

Kevin Ayers joy of a Toy (emi) 

Shirley Collins within Sound (Redg'llng) 

Shirley & Dolly Collins Love, Death & The Lady (BGO) 

Einstiirzende Neubauten Koiiaps iPotomac) 

Fred Frith Speochless (RoR) 

Eddie Henderson 

Jackie-0 Motherfucker 
Rev Charlie Jackson 
Kosokuya Kosokuya (PSF) 

Joan La Barbara Voloe is The original instrument (Lovely Music) 
Mars The Complete Studio Recordings NYC 1977-1978 (G3G/Spooky Sound) 
Evan Parker The snake Decides (Psi) 

Ron ’Pate’s Debonairs Featuring Fred Lane 

Raudelina’s 'Pataphysical Revue (Alcohol) 

Soft Machine bbc Radio 1907-71 (hux) 

Sonic Youth Dirty: Deluxe Edition (Geffen) 

Joseph Spence Happy AII The Time (Water) 

Television Marquee Moon Remastered (Rhino) 

Larry Young Mothership (Blue Note) 

Neil Young On The Beach (Warners) 

23 SkidOO The CullIng is Coming (Ronin/LTM) 




Charts 

Playlists from the outer limits 


Da Real World: 
Ladles Of HIpHop 15 


Stimmen Stimmen 15 


Round Midnight 15 


The Office Ambience 


Reviews 



Soundcheck A-Z 



Columns 

Size Matters 62 
The Compiler 64 
The Boomerang 66 
Avant Rock 68 
Critical Beats 69 
Dub 70 

Electronics 71 
Global 72 
HipHop 73 
Jazz & Improv 74 
Outer Limits 75 


Print Run 76 



On Location 82 













Soundcheck 

This month’s selected CDs, vinyl and singles 


The Table Of The Elements label 
celebrates its tenth birthday 
with a specially engraved series 
of LPs from John Fahey, Loren 
Connors, Arnold Dreyblatt and 
more. By Edwin Pouncey 
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Soundcheck 



Two more CDs at the threshold of 
human hearing. Could the aim of life 
be simply to listen, asks David Toop 
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The Life 

























































































































































Soundcheck 































































Soundcheck 








































Avant Rock 






































Critical Beats 








































Dub 




















































Electron ica 

Reviewed by Chris Sharp 
































Global 






































HipHop 

Reviewed by Hua Hsu 





















































Jazz & Improv 



















































Outer Limits 


Haynes 











































Print Run 

New music books: devoured, dissected, dissed 



























Print Run 




































Cross Platform 

Sound in other media. This month: Film maker Cameron Jamie 
tells Edwin Pouncey about his obsession with monsters and why 
The Melvins’ drone rock makes the perfect soundtrack 











Cross Platform 





























Cross Platform 


























The Inner Sleeve 

Artwork selected this month by Terre Thaemlitz 


Go To: 
















































On Location 




























On Location 

































On Location 





















On Location 



























Royal Festival Hall 


THE MAGIC BAND 

CAPTAIN BEEFHEART’S LEGENDARY MUSICIANS 

+THE FALL 

Fri 23 Jan 2004 Royal Festival Hall 8pm 


THE FUNK BROTHERS 

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 

ISAAC HAYES & STEVE WINWOOD 

Fri 30 Jan 2004 Royal Festival Hall 8pm 

They played on more No. 1 records than The Beatles, The Beach 
Boys, The Rolling Stones, and Elvis Presley combined and were 
the greatest hit machine of Motown classics in the history of 
recorded music. Get ready to put the faces to the music that 
introduced these heroic musical figures to the world. 



Box office 020 7960 4242 Book online www.rfh.org.uk 

















































Out There 

This month’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts. 

Send info to The Wire, 2nd Floor East, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London El 7SA, UK 
Fax +44 (0)20 7422 5011, listings@thewire.co.uk. Compiled by Phil England 



























PERFORM MUSIC BY 

JOHN ZiORN TOeK NUN[AN 
RICHARP AVReS JOHN Pe. SmONB- 


AN ENTICING SNAPSHOT OF CURRENT 
NEW MUSIC, FEATURING THE FIRST UK 
APPEARANCE OF THE OCTACHORD, AN 
EXTRAORDINARY NEW INSTRUMENT. 

ON TOUR SPRING 2004 

Sat 28 FEB Wed 3 MAR 

LONDON Purcell Room BRAWBY The Shed 

02079604242 01653668494 

www.rfh.org.ukwww.theshed.co.uk 

Sun 29 FEB Thu 4 MAR 

EXETER Phoenix LEEDS The Venue 

01392667080 01132223434 

www.exeterphoenix.org.ukwww.fuseleeds.org.uk 

Tue2MAR 

SOUTHAMPTON Turner Sims 
02380595151 

www.turnersims.co.uk thelarkincompani 











































Out There 
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Subscribe 

Subscribing to The Wire is the best way to get hold of copies of “the most essential 
music magazine of the contemporary era” (Forced Exposure) 



Subscription options 


One year’s subscription (12 issues) 
The Wire Tapper Volumes 1-4 

One year’s subscription (12 issues) 
The Wire Tapper Volumes 5-7 










Subscribe 


From next month we will be changing our introductory subscription offers. 

See opposite for details of the current offers. You can subscribe to The Wire online at 
www.thewire.co.uk or use the form on page 101. And if you subscribe this month, 
you will also receive a free copy of the Netmage 04 CD. See page 5 for details 


The Wire Tapper series 


























































Back Issues 





















































































POSTEVERYTHING.COM 

OFFICIAL ONLINE 
RETAILER ANO INFO 
RESOURCE FOR 
INOEPENDENT LABELS 

THE LEAF LABEL SWIM 
PINKFLAG QUATERMASS 
AUDIOSPHERE ADAADAT 
BETTE PHONO EROTIC 
NOT APPLICABLE 
PEACE CORPS PROJECTS 
STATIC DISCOS AND MORE 




Family Vineyard 
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The M/ire T-shirt 2004 











SOUL JAZZ RECORDS 



Arthur 

Russell 


the 

World 

oF 

ARTHuR 

RuSSell 


Soul Jazz Records 


The WorlO oF ^tHuR RuSSell 

FEATURING: DINOSAUR L 'Go BangVlOU "Wax The Van'/LOOSE JOINTS 'Is It All Over My Face'/ 
ARTHUR RUSSELL "Keeping Up"/ ARTHUR RUSSEU 'In The Ught Of Th Miracle'/ARTHUR RUSSELL "A Little Lost" / 
LOOSE JOINTS "Pop Your Funk'/ARTHUR RUSSELL 'Let's Go Swimming'/DINOSAUR L 'In The Combelt" / 
ARTHUR RUSSEa 'Treehouse'/INDIAN OCEAN "Schoolbell/Treehouse" 

Release Date: January 26th, 2004 


ALSO COMING IN JAN/FEB 2004 

A Certain Ratio “The Graveyard and The Ballroom”, 

Hu Vibrationai (new Deep Jazz from Los Angeles), Beii “Black Helicopters”, 
Sin Paiabras (new on Yoruba Records), Studio One Ska 















